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Tor  more  than  a  year  the  Cotton  and  Fiber  Branch  of  the  Food  Distribution 
Administration  has  prepared  estimates  of  the  supply  and  distribution  of 
cotton  b;/  grades  and  stable  lengths  for  administrative  use.     These  estimates, 
as  they  pertain  to  the  current  season,  require  considerable  forecasting. 
The  forecasts  are  revised  a?  often  as  additional  information  becomes  available 
for  revision.     The  basis  for  making  thesa  estimates  is  far  from  satisfactory 
arid  they  consist  largely  of  judgments  based,  on  information  obtained,  from  the 
Branches  field  force  and  from  trade  sources.    Moreover,  changes  in  weather 
conditions  obviously  affect  materially  the  Quality  of  the  crop,  especially 
the  grade. 

Last  season  the  estimates  of  the  ouelit"r  of  the  crop  were  fairly  good,  but 
the  disappearance  of  the  higher  grad.es  and  longer,  was  smaller  than  expected 
and  that  of  lower  grades  higher  than  staples  forecasted..     From  the  standpoint 
cf  insuring  adequate  supplies  of  needed  cottons  these  misses  were  on  the 
conservative  side. 

In  view  of  the  frequent  government  requests  and  obvious  need  for  this  type 
of  information,  estimates  will  be  prepared  periodically  again  this  season 
for  administrative  use  only. 

The  attached  tables  show  the  estimated,  supply  and  distribution  of  upland 
cotton  for  the  lQ.kl-k2  and  seasons,  and  forecasts  for  the  19^3-^4 

season.     The  carry-over  figures  for  lp^-1,  1°^2,  and  19^3  are  based  on  the 
classification  cf  a  representative  portion  of  stocks  on  hand  August  1. 
Production  figures  in  both  l^Ml-k2  and  19^2-43  are  based  on  the  classification 
cf  a  r eur o s ent at ive  sample  of  ginnings  from  these  two  crops.     Total  dis*- 
ao-oearance  in  both  lQkL-^2  and  19^2-^+3  is  computed,  by  subtracting  stocks 
at  the  end  of  the  season  from  the  season's  supply  (carry-over  plu3  production). 
Exports  in  both  of  these  seasons  are  based,  on  the  classification  of  cotton 
exported  under  lend-lease  which  accounted  for  the  bulk  of  the  total  exports, 
Domestic  consumption  was  computed  by  subtracting  exports  from  total  dis- 
appearance . 

Quality  data  for  the  ItyM^hk  crop  is  based  on  the  classification  of  represent- 
ative samples  cf  cotton  ginned,  through  September  15,  the  assumption  of  about 
average  weather  during  the  remainder  of  the  season,  an^  the  Crop  Reporting 
Board's  estimate  of  production  converted  to  running  bales.     This  preliminary 
estimate  plus  the  final  estimate  for  the  19^3  carry-over  gives  supply. 
Total  disappearance  is  based  on  a  forecast  cf  domestic  consumption  and  exports. 
It  takes  into  account  (l)  prospective  supplies  of  various  grades  and  staples; 
(2)  the  current  rate  of  mill  cons-imut  ion  along  with  mill  capacity  and  probably 
mill  labor  supply;  (3)  civilian,  military,  and  lend-lease  reauirements  for 
cotton  textiles,  in- so-far  as  information  is  available;  (^i)  probable  exports 
under  lend-lease  and  exports  to  such  countries  as  Canada,  Spain,  etc. 


/ 


Those  forecasts  are  not  basr>d  on  any  precise  statistical  measurements, 
"but  rather  represent  an  attempt  tc  provide  the  best  -possible  appraisal  of 
a  complicated  sub.iect.     It  is  assumed  that  the  war  will  continue  v/ith  both 
Germany  and  Ja^an  throughout  the  l^Uy^  season.     The  l$kk  carry-over  is 
computed  by  subtracting  the  19^3- Mj.  forecast  disappearance  from  the  supply 
for  that  season.     Ho  allowance  is  made  for  cotton  destroyed  or  for  the 
"city  crop"  which  martially  offset  rpch  othor. 

All  figures  are  in  running  bales.    Bureau  Of  the  Census  reports  are  the 
source  of  the  totals  for  carry-over  and  production  except  as  otherwise 
specified 

Grade  designations  in  the  tables  include  the  following  categories: 


"Equivalent  Extra 
grade"          |     VHn.it  e 

White 

Spotted 

Tinged 

Yellow 
Stained 

Gray 


,  "S.M.  &  higher" 

G-.M. 
S.M. 

M.f . 
S.O.M. 
G-.M. 
S.M. 

G-.M. 

1  1 

"Middling" 

M. 

M. 

S.M. 

(KM. 

G-.M. 

"S.L.M." 

S.L.M. 

1  

S.L.M. 

M. 

S.M. 

S.M. 

S.M. 

"L.M.  &  lower" 

L.M. 
S.G.O. 
G-.C. 
3.G-. 

L.M. 
S.G.O, 
0.0. 
B.  G-. 
i  

S.L.M. 
L.M. 

B.  Gr. 

M. 

S.L.M. 

L.M. 

3.G. 

S.M. 
M. 

3.G. 

M. 

3.0. 

Copies  of  the  following  publications  along  with  supply  and  distribution 
tables  for  19^1-^2,  lQte^JJ,  and  19l+3~U4  are  attached: 

1.  Quality  of  cotton  in  the  United  States  carry-over,  August  1,  19L3» 
released  September  2k,  I9U3. 

2.  United  States  Cotton  Quality  Report  for  G-innings  through  September  15, 
I9U3,  released  September  23,  I9V5. 


Table  1.-  Swnly  and  distribution  of  cotton,  lr4l_42 


Grade  and.  J 
^ta"ole  length  : 

Surnoly 

Distribut  ion 

Carry- 
over ^,ct . 
Difl. 

Carry- 
over 
l°4l 

[Produc- 
tion 

:  Total 

:  Disao-oearan 
:  Don-  :  : 
:estic  :^orts. 

CO 

Total 

:  Carry- : 
:  over 
:  1942  : 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

1,000 

"bales 

Dales 

"bales 

DP  les 

b  al  e  s 

ba.l  e  s 

bales 

Percent 

S.M,  &  higher:  j 

2Q/32"  &  shorter  : 

287 

50 

337 

x  JJ 

18 

173 

164 

95 

15/16"  -  1" 

5U7 

268 

815 

473 

52 

531 

284 

53 

1-1/32"  -  1-3/32" 

760 

4o6 

1,166 

612 

99 

711 

455 

64 

1-1/8"  &  longer 

25b 

105 

36l 

177 

4 

181 

180 

99 

Total 

1,850 

829 

<.j  t_  j 

2,679 

1,417 

179 

1,596 

1,083 

68 

Middling: 

29/"s2"  &  shorter 

1,521 

231 

1,752 

1  02 

bll 

l,l4l 

187 

15/lb"  -  1" 

1,905 

1,565 

3,u70 

2,108 

309 

2,4i7 

1,053 

44 

1-1/32"  -  1-3/32" 

1,746 

2,940 

l,9u7 

130 

2,077 

863 

^2 

1-1 /g"  &  longer 

317 

326 

6 

346 

7 

353 

290 

82 

Total 

4,937 

3,868 

8  ,805 

4,910 

54s 

5,458 

3, 347 

61 

S.L.M.: 

29/32"  &  shorter  : 

1,395 

464 

1,259 

^74 

48 

*-TO 

422 

1,437 

341 

15/lb"  -  1" 

1,762 

1,368 

3,130 

l,6o4 

180 

l,?gk 

1,3^6 

75 

1-1/32"  -  1-3/32" 

657 

X.&75 

2,132 

1 , 28b 

87 

1,373 

759 

55 

1-l/g"  &  longer 

129 

252 

381 

239 

5 

244 

137 

56 

Total 

^>,943 

j  i  j  j  j 

7.^02 

3,503 

320 

3,223 

x  679 

96 

Xi.M.  &  lower: 

29/32"  &  shorter 

•  357 

920 

1,277 

392 

392 

8S5 

226 

15/16"  -  1" 

653 

855 

1,508 

420 

420 

1,088 

259 

,-l/32"  -  1-3/32" 

244 

371 

615 

257 

257 

358 

139 

1-l/g"  &  longer 

27 

31 

5S 

23 

23 

35 

152 

Total 

1,281 

2,177 

3,^58 

1,092 

1,092 

2,366 

217 

All  Grades: 

29/32"  &  shorter 

3.560 

1,665 

5,225 

1,430 

168 

1,592 

3,627 

227 

15/16*'  -  1" 

M6? 

4,056 

8,923 

4,605 

547 

5,152 

3,771 

73 

1-1/32"  -  1-3/32"  : 

2,855 

3,99S 

6,853 

4,101 

317 

4,4ig 

2,435 

55 

1-l/g"  &  longer 

729 

7l4 

1,443 

786 

15 

801 

642 

80 

Total 

12,011 

10,433 

22,444 

10,922 

1,047 

11,969 

10,475 

88 

Food  Distribution  Administrat ion,  Cotton  and  Fiber  Branch. 
September  28,  1943 


Table  2.    Supply  and  distribution  of  cotton,  1942 -45 


All  grades 

shorter 
15/16"  -  1" 
l-l/32"-l-5/32,T 
l-l/s"  &  longer 
T  otal 


Supply 


Distribution 


Carrv- 


Startle  lerth 



;  Carrv— 
;  ove  r 
:  1942 

'Produc- [ 
|  tier. 

Total 

1  „  ^x 

•*  19'0 1.' 

.est  ic . 

sap'pearance 
Lxports.  Total 

•     ual  I  /  • 

!  ove  r  i 
:  194.3  : 

Di  s  • 

•   ]  000 

1, 000 

1  000 

1  000 

i  pod 

1  non 

1  000 

bale  s 

bales 

ba  le  s 

ba  le  s 

bales 

bale  s 

ba  le  s 

Pe  rc  enil 

S  m  R  .       Im  irnPT* 

*^      •  *    -    •            —  V          1  1  -km           X  X  V-'  JL 

29/*2n  &  shorter 

97 

261 

fin  • 

1  ft  P. 
xuo 

93 

55 

15/16"  -  iM 

JL  Of   X  O  i 

9  QA 

9 1  a 

c  10 

0  uu 

919 

TOT 

oo9 

JLojL, 

ui  Ao"  -  1-3/32' 

^y  / 

riro 

yOfd 

0  iy 

61 

580 

•  l/ft11  i  loriP-er 

•  loU 

l<co 

TIC 

lib 

1^0 

loo 

loo 

Total 

•          X  ^      O  O 

9   01  fi 

9  79 

1  9H7 

0  1 

Middling 

oqAjoU     0     — v .....  1  .-,  Ll 

cy/ O10    gb  shorter 

1,  l<tl 

rr  q  £ 

1}  1  0  / 

0  O  u 

<d7u 

300 

O  "2  "7 

yo  f 

I  1  7 

II  / 

10/  Id     -  1 

1  P.R 
1,  UOO 

1  7QQ 

1 ,  f  00 

O     OA  1 
^  ,  Of±  X 

9  c/ 

9  POP) 

0/  1 

/  9 

1—1/ 0£       —    L"0/ OC 

:  000 

9    1  1  Q 

9  QQ1 

«c  j  y  01 

1 , 0  y  0 

312 

1,908 

OO 

1-1                              1  AYIO-OV 

1— ±/o    k  longer 

•        9  on 

0  /  JL 

DDI 

14 

354 

^P>7 

O  / 

JL  UuA  X 

:  3,347 

3,220 

4, 212 

850 

5,062 

3  1 5  pi 

«-/  ,  X«J  0 

^2 

Strict  L»  M. 

29/§2n  &  shorter 

1,437 

790 

2,227 

592 

47 

63  9 

1,583 

249 

15/16"  -  1" 

1,346 

1,774 

3,120 

1,908 

154 

2 , 062 

1,058 

51 

1-1/52"  -  l-o/32" 

759 

1,720 

2,479 

1,563 

54 

1,617 

862 

53 

l-l/s"  &  longer. 

:  157 

208 

345 

135 

11 

146 

199 

136 

Total 

3,679 

4,492 

8,171 

4,198 

266 

4,464 

3,707 

33 

L.M.  &  lower  s 

29/52"  &  shorter 

885 

716 

1,601 

433 

453 

1,168 

270 

15/16"  -  1" 

1,038 

876 

1,964 

757 

35 

772 

1,192 

154 

1-1/32"  -  1-5/32' 

358 

446 

804 

542 

12 

354 

450 

127 

l-l/s"  &  longer  \ 

35 

27 

62 

16 

16 

46 

288 

Total  i 

2,366 

2 , 065 

4,431 

1,528 

47 

1,575 

2,356 

181 

3,627 

2,199 

5,626 

1,643 

397 

2,040 

3,736 

186 

3,771 

4,654 

8,425 

4,603 

570 

5,173 

3,252 

63 

2,455 

4,731 

7,216 

4,020 

439 

4,459 

2,757 

62 

642 

729 

i;37i 

507 

29 

636 

735 

116 

10,475 

12363 

22,338 

10,373 

1,455 

12,308 

10,530 

86 

Food  Distribution  Administration,  Cotton  and  Fiber  Branch 
September  28,  1943 


Table  3.-  SuT>nly  and  distribution  of  cotton,  1943-44 
(Setimatbe  for  administrative  use) 
( Sub.iect  to  semi-monthly  revision) 


stable  len-cth  • 

S\it)to  1  y 

Distribution 

Carry- 
ever  pet  . 
Pis. 

C  O  T  T  Vh 

over 

194^ 

[Produc- 
\  tion 

:  Total 

:        D  i  s  aiyo  e  ar  an  c  e 

:            :3xr)orts:  Total  : 

Carry— » 
over  : 
1944  : 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1 ,000 

1 ,000 

1 , 000 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

Percent 

S.M.  <r«  higher: 

29/32"  &  shorter 

93 

400 

493 

&y 

7pr 

168 

<52 

15/16"  -  1" 

163. 

500 

661 

318 

142 

460 

201 

44 

1-1/321'  -  1-3/32" 

372 

600 

972 

54i 

68 

609 

363 

60 

l-l/.-"  &  longer  ] 

123 

200 

333 

151 

4 

155 

228 

1^7 

T  700 

P  ROO 

1,246 

303 

fip 

MiddlingJ 

29/^2"  &  shorter 

937 

500 

1,437 

^#p 

754 

110 

15 /16"  -  l"  : 

g4i 

1,944 

2,735 

1,732 

233 

2,015 

770 

33 

1-1/32"  -  1-3/32" 

1,073 

1,911 

2,934 

1,614 

348 

1,962 

1,022 

52 

1-1 /S"  &  longer 

307 

275 

582 

304 

16 

320 

262 

32 

4  b"*0 

7  7£# 

4,032 

9^8 

4,980 

P  £08 

r-  r 

Rh 
>c 

S.L.M.:  j 

29/32"  &  shorter 

1,583 

5^3 

2,131 

RP 

^PQ 

1,502 

239 

3/16"  -  1" 

l.O^S 

1,368 

2,426 

1,477 

173 

1,650 

776 

&7 

1-1/32"  -  1-3/32"  ! 

862 

1,235 

2,097 

1,346 

60 

l,4o6 

691 

U9 

1-1 /S"  &  longer 

199 

150  , 

349 

l4o 

12 

152 

197 

130 

Tot  si 

T.  29b 

3,5^0 

297 

3,337 

I»«M.  &  lover: 

29/32"  &  shorter 

1,16  s 

b85 

1,853 

516 

516 

1,337 

259 

15/I611  -  1" 

!  1,192 

785 

1,977 

764 

39 

803 

1,174 

146 

1-1/32"  -  1-3/32" 

210 

660 

285 

13 

298 

362 

121 

1-1/3"  &  longer 

4b 

20 

66 

17 

17 

288 

Total 

2,S56 

1,700 

4,556 

1,582 

52 

1,634 

2,922 

179 

All  Graces: 

29/32"  &  shorter 

3 ,  736 

2,12S 

5,914 

1,711 

442 

2,153 

3.761 

175 

is/lb"  -  1" 

►  3,252 

^,597 

7,849 

4,291 

637 

4,928 

2,921 

59 

1-1/32"  -  1-3/32" 

2,757 

3,956 

6,713 

3,78b 

489 

^,275 

2,438 

57 

1-1 /i"  a  longer 

.  735 

6% 

1,330 

612 

32 

644 

736 

114 

Total 

10,530 

11,326 

21,856 

10 , 400 

1,600 

12,000 

9,356 

82 

Food  Distribution  Administration,  Cotton  and  Fiber  Branch 
September  28,  19^3 


